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claim of Coombs for the steamer Louisville. Early in the
War, Coombs, by some contrivance, got a permit from
President Lincoln to go within the Rebel lines to trade.
The Rebels seized the steamer, sent her on one or more
trips to New Orleans. In the mean time, our Navy having
captured that place and the river squadron coming down
from the North, she could not be used, and the Rebels took
her into Red River and laid her up. Then the force under
Porter a year later captured her, had her appraised under
the law, and took her into service. The case was sent to
the Southern District in Illinois for adjudication, and was,
I think, first condemned as good prize, which was the fact.
By some legerdemain she was subsequently condemned as
captured or confiscated property, and the captors were
awarded salvage, receiving about $12,000; the appraisal of
the vessel was about $68,000. At a later period the court,
without notifying the Department or the captors, reopened
the case, had a new appraisal by parties in Springfield
without their ever seeing the steamer, and had her valued
at $150,000. For three years, Coombs, himself first and
since by numerous agents, including Guthrie when Sen-
ator, Montgomery Blair, Eames, and various parties less
worthy, male and female, has prosecuted this claim.
Doubtless mention has been made in previous data of this
diary of the proceedings. Johnson, who now comes, is a
special friend and supporter of the President, and for that
reason has the job. He was an editor of the Union under
Buchanan and is an old claim agent. The call to-day was
the second or third he has made on me with a request that
I would send the case to the Fourth Auditor or Second
Comptroller, or both, for adjudication or decision. I asked
him what he meant by such a request. He said his object
was to get a final disposition of the case; that he had had
one or two interviews with the Second Comptroller, who
thought it a clear case, and was ready to take it up and act
whenever the Navy Department would submit it to him,
If Johnson is sincere, it was an extraordinary application.